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Analysis on the difference between the payment limitations of anti-cancer drugs and the application scope
of drug indications

ZHAO Dehua, LONG Xiaoqing, WANG Jisheng, FAN Hongying, LIU Yang[Dept. of Clinical Pharmacy, the
Third People’s Hospital of Mianyang (Sichuan Mental Health Center), Sichuan Mianyang 621000, China]

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To analyze the difference between the payment limitations of anti-cancer drugs and application scope
of drug instructions, so as to better implement the payment policy of medical insurance drugs. METHODS The differences between
the payment limitations of anti-cancer drugs and application scope of drug instructions in the National Catalogue of Drugs for Basic
Medical Insurance, Industrial Injury Insurance and Maternity Insurance (2022) were compared and analyzed; the evidence-based
basis of the difference was discussed, and the scope of limited payment was interpreted. RESULTS Totally 118 drugs had payment
limitations; limitations scope mainly included limited evidence of gene detection results, limited indications, limited second-line
and above treatment, limited payment duration, limited specialist prescription, limited medical institution grade, etc. Among them,
43 drugs had differences between the payment limitations and drug instructions, and the indications of 31 drugs were greater than
payment limitations; for seven drugs, the drug indications beyond the payment limitations were recommended by the guidelines.
The payment limitations of 75 drugs were consistent with drug instructions. The second-line and multi-line treatment was ineffective
or intolerable with first-line drugs. There was a certain relationship between locally advanced, advanced or metastatic tumor and
tumor stage, but different tumors had different criteria. Systemic treatment mainly referred to systemic treatment with drug. The
results of limited genetic test required that the result was positive or negative. In addition, six kinds of TCM injections were limited
to the level of medical institutions; the payment of two drugs did not exceed 12 months; when lenalidomide was combined with
isazomide citrate, the medical insurance only paid for one of the drugs. CONCLUSIONS The payment limitations of some anti-
cancer drugs are inconsistent with the drug indications. The drug payment limitations should be expanded according to the actual
situation of clinical medication and the recommendations of guidelines. At the same time, the payment limitations should be
formulated accurately and in detail, thus clinical and medical insurance staff can understand it and fully protect the interests of

patients.
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